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Impact on Economics of LHR Expansion, NPVs 60yr £bn 

Presented to 
Govt & MPs

Note these ‘Latest Economics’ 
still assume fleet improvement 

and air quality impacts as 
presented in NPS which have 
significant sensitivity around 

assumptions. 

Changes since presentation to Parliament

Present case to 
expand Heathrow 
now negative 
of order £10bn

Positive

Negative
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Conclusions

• WHO has exposed major deficiencies in UK SoNA position

• Change creates noise sensitivity. This is ‘The elephant in the room’ - not properly 
integrated into decision making

• Noise sensitivity has major financial implications

• The DfT must review LOAEL immediately – the present value is wrong - a ‘common 
sense’ lower position is required for the DCO process

• These and other changes since the Airports NPS suggest economics now very 
negative for Heathrow expansion of order minus £10bn

• DfT need to assess whether the 2 strategic arguments for expansion still outweigh 
negative economics;
- connectivity up to 2 new long haul (on 122) & up to 12 (on 69) more daily 
connections by 2050 
- risk that other expansion options would not deliver increases in freight (note 
freight presently only constrained on popular long haul routes from Heathrow – 
otherwise spare capacity today)

• Are these strategic arguments worth more than £10bn?
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Questions

CNG Jan 2019

SoNA vs WHO. By Dave Gilbert (Teddington Action Group). Heathrow Community Noise Forum 30/01/2019.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for 
any errors or omissions in the content of this document.


	Slide 1: SoNA vs WHO  Further research following DfT comments at last HCNF & Financial Impact Analysis
	Slide 2: Recap - slide presented at last HCNF meeting
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Context - What is a 51dB LAeq level of noise?
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Impact on Economics of LHR Expansion, NPVs 60yr £bn 
	Slide 8: Conclusions
	Slide 9: Questions

