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Impact of different Areas on Heathrow results?

Hounslow & Slough 
vs All Other Areas

• Is it reasonable that Slough and Hounslow with 400 responses - 25-30% of 
total SoNA weighted responses - have a potentially disproportionate weight 
on the UK’s aviation metrics?
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What Heathrow said in 2016 about PBN;

• The social impact of PBN 
trials in the UK has been 
enormous

• No environmental 
assessment of noise 
impacts has been 
undertaken

PBN – update, January 2020
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The local evidence applicable to Heathrow

• Heathrow’s PBN trails led to mass protest and 
opposition

• This led to the early abandonment of the trials

• Communities were in uproar well below the 
DfT’s 51 dB LAeq LOAEL level

• Change in the noise environment had a massive 
effect

• Average noise metrics were not able to explain 
the level of reaction
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There are no successful precedents over densely 
populated areas such as Heathrow anywhere in the world
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Recent developments in US – 27 August 2019

• After 10 years only 7 out of the 12 
Metroplex area programs have been 
completed

• Delays are largely due increased community 
concerns about aircraft noise

• The financial benefits are less than half the 
FAA estimated

US Government Office of Inspector General 
published its report on NextGen (PBN)

Key findings;
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Now US Senators and Congressmen are getting involved
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This is what they are saying;

• Heavy air traffic produces constant noise and particulate matter that has yet to be 
deemed safe by the FAA or any other government agency

• Noise created by the frequency of flight - beginning before 6.00am and continuing 
every few minutes until midnight or later - has had a devastating impact on 
residents’ quality of life

• The NextGen program has failed to meet the bare minimum standards for success

• The burden of noise, health risks and declining property values falls on the backs of 
hard-working Americans

• New flight paths are required to significantly disperse air traffic and raise aircraft 
altitudes 

CNG Jan 2020
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Key conclusions for Heathrow

• US (and other) experience proves concentrated PBN is unacceptable 
over residential areas

• Heathrow is situated in one of the most densely populated areas 
around an airport in the world

• The airport has insufficient air space to make PBN acceptable 
through respite - there is complete absence of proof that effective 
respite can be achieved

• It would be negligent to ignore irrefutable international (and local) 
experience and introduce concentrated PBN flight paths around an 
expanded Heathrow

• Hardly any UK politicians are aware of the issues raised in this 
presentation - mainly because they have not been told about them

• Who will be held accountable for imposing unacceptable living 
conditions on millions – DfT, CAA, NATS or Heathrow?
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